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Travellers’ 
site thrown 
into doubt 

by DAVID GROCOTT 


PLANS for Colchester’s controver- 
sial travellers’ site have been thrown 
into doubt - and it may never be built 
anywhere in the borough. 

Council leader John Jowers exclu- 
sively told the County Standard yester- 
day that, despite his Cabinet agreeing a 
preferred site in the borough, condi- 
tions placed on the development would 
make it difficult for such a facility to 
gain planning permission and the 
project may never go ahead. 

“I think there are doubts about it.” he 
said. “It could be the county [council] has a 
better site elsewhere, outside the borough,” 

His comments come as sources within the 
council told the County Standard that they 
believed a deal had been struck between the new 
Conservative administration at Colchester Bor- 
ough Council and their fellow Tories who hold 
sway at County Hall, 

"‘They are going to make the whole issue just 
go away,” one Lib Dem councillor said. 

But Councillor Jowers (Con, West Mersea) 
emphatically denied any secret deal had been 


made: "'Nothing has been done behind closed 
doors. 1 have never seen so much consultation 
in my life." 

The search for a new 1 2-pitch travellers' site 
for Colchester, to free up the existing facility at 
the Hvthe for redevelopment, has so far taken 
three years. 

As the travellers’ sites are maintained by 
Essex County Council* it asked the borough 
council to suggest the best location for a new 
travellers" site. 

During the search* several abortive attempts 
to come up with a suggestion were made before 
consultants were appointed to objectively find 
the best location* 

They assessed a short-list of available sites 
and last month said the best location would be 
north of the A 12 on SeveraUs Lane, near to the 
Severalls Business Park, 

Despite opposition from businesses and resi- 
dents of neighbouring Langham* this suggestion 
was ratified by the council Cabinet* of which 
Cllr Jowers is the chairman, at a special meeting 
on Wednesday. 

Now it is up to the county council to decide if 

it is worth its while applying for planning 

+ Continued on Page 5 
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WE DON T WANT THEM HERE! - Langham residents march along the High Street In protest. Piciur* woocrtT gambhook 

Angry villagers march 
against site proposal 

Stormy meeting after 
Langham is earmarked 
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by ROBERT MEAD 

MORL ih an 100 oul raged 
people from Langham took 
to the streets to protest 
against the proposed travel- 
lers* sile on their doorstep 
A t Wedn esdnv ’ v Co lehes 1 e r 
( ouncii cabinet meeting, j me 
in Langham. just north of the 
Vi2, was chosen lor the new 
sde despite opposition from vil- 
lagers who showed their objec- 
Worn by taking to the streets 
beforehand to try to aven the 
dooson 

The pral esters bmied m 

especially, marching from Cow dray 
Creso^nl. tmtsade the Castle, at 
f 15 pm and then down the High 
Street to the T own Hall 
Andy Hard} jointly organised 
the meetmg Mr Hard}, of Lxfgc 


Lme ( angham. said ~All the vil- 
ligrrs are ibeWutek outraged lb al 
this ^\i£ ik pinng to be faMed on us 
with little or no attention lo the 
|> ‘int> we've made ‘ 

We eef precious fjfife out here 
for our council fax, you know We 
di n t even have a street tight m 
L-infibam, ool that we oecovaoh 
w ant one. but we gc t very hr fie in 
renrn* ot st-n. joc 

He aV>o ^ mplamed about the 
level Of public consul Ul! on and 
h as V\^dk promoted the evenr 
had been 

He s^id the protest was pojtirtuJ 
and not U> be disruptive 

“Can were hooting, people were 
supp ortive and Lbert wto very little 
heckling 

AVe fdt we needed to bring pub- 
lic aiuauion to how we in the vij- 
Lgc fed We needed lo make our 
punt to make sure That everybody 
know ^ we are dganisl iC 
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COM KOI KRS1AL plans to build a tniidkn 1 

vift <m Und near StvtmlK f j*iu spiit tth. aiundl s 

C.libiiiel thK wwk.. 

Bui a rccirtnfiiemlalioti ituit Uftd to tbt' raM <tf if* 
Unc h*z uttered to x ( <xm\\ C imnciJ wav 
pavstd. 

\r d meeting in Um- Moot Hall whidj allraeftd 
some .HI) people, chairman John .lowers (Con, 
VVi^st Merstaj said; ^Ihfe » the culmination of 4 
L>n^ vmotiufLdl and tortuous {rwm n 

the JK-moofh investigation and cormiltati*>n wav 
one of the mini extensive the council tiad ever 
uudertakeiL 

ReprrsenbitMios from Lea! pi^jpk:, parish cood- 
dk, buroogh oomcilkirs and Imsinessts wtrt heard. 

And fears wen voiced about the pusdbhf effect on 
house prices pt*iicing and school places. 

Paid Baker, bo*^ of Rapid i .k* said if rhe 
vitt- was used by travtikrs a deve&upm^t of his 
company creating 3 fKl ytin wtjuld nut go aliesul 

bether the council had a tegal obligation tu 
provide a travellers' site was questioned 

Rob -hduistoru of My land Parish CouiaiL sakl: 
"We consulted and 705 people objected. Perhaps 
■he cabinet will liave die tun rage to hsien to tlw/w 
people.^ 

Repfescolativts of parish councils in Langftaiu. 
Boxl*d Great Horitdcy and Anbei^h. all upptr*-J 
tfa L |*Uns. 


CJsrastine Atkins was praised for her courage in 
suppfjrliii^ tlkt sdR-rne, despite being barracked Sn • 
^ud “The gipsy frale-nbty b desperate In get its 
hi tie educated — the diikiren desene a chance.” 

( oliu Sy ki~N (lab Dtm Sttinway) said rt was an 
extremely liittkult deciskm. bo# u/ged the cabinet to 

make it, leaving [ sstx County f oundj irj ’battle it 
out (luis .Arnold (Con, kordham and Stoorji said 
■Afi matter where you pul it, this is gok^ to upset 
somtsrtH:/ four councilors hacked the racummai- 
datjoil, twu voted agaii^t it aid two abstained ’ 
1 neamog h w as appro 1 td 




